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Battle of Top Allegheny 


1>o, 13, 1861 




the tittle of Top AITe^hency mais fought im Focahcntaa county os 

-. ■" , j. 

>st=*er 13* 1S€1 Ik tween the foroee of the Union under ^oner*! F* H* 

4 i 

Vilroy, *tt£ the forcse of the conf h deratu trader Gtofnl ft* TV* LorlUg* 
Cel* Edward Johnson eommndlng- 

The two eomanieE had Duped within sight of each other sifcee July 
1661 the day the Federal* bad occupied Whites Top of Cheat* For 
f:~e zrcmthe they had watched each other* eacip fires rise# Earing: this 

« * / , . — ; * j ; v * w- * ^ # ^ * 

Tire wsthf they had fought the bet tie at Travel era Fepose on Cct* 3 
: -:- alio hs.6 another slceraiih at this Ease place cm Ceti 31, 3 861* 


I :th tires the Fecerals had b- cn driven back to their ctinp on Cheat 


LL^tain. 


ere fc».d bean ether rincr *keraiehaa thrnuEhcmt ±h* finrwrflr tmd 


-+ 1 


jU*_— f The Feitral owe? am.* known officially as Cara Cheat fountain 


v- 


< 4. 



Cstftderat* car^p *&* knoim ts Ctucp Baldwin, ia honor of 


* «olii»r nf that siwao, SotwoeB tfioea ■fcwo comp* **s r»-p 

* " .# * ‘ *' V * f ‘ 5 *’ * *• ! 

■ ^ ^ Trait lere Fopoce. "he Confederates had ir-tce a Trirrte 


r canp 


-- A11 egr,i> ney Contain by erecting log cabin* 


7™ f' ihnr the read now 



c hiar.^jf 


'i* •r.-'l .'cr*|f , l c *tirM on A1 l*gh<Mioy «l*o at Cha*t and E*rtcw, 
l *P of A)Uch*rjj- la m wind-nr apt peetrure land, «ud the pike ll*t 
“** ***** thrwidi thU level Uhle-lend. In n>kln£ the itWiik, 

r and fight on 


• -i f * j< * fi *iiab ifg> th« tide of thi aoimtai 
t *f Mil. WtU-Uad* 


*rmw*wt Ifth found Gaflf Bartow at Traitlera 


* V4 Miyrr P* t B f'yi* of %\,m f 



Vlrdnt^ htd b#« 


^ Nltt Blit Itrfl ta 


f 1 O f., J-* mn tLnr Ui B .N, g g 


is >a9 * i ■ 


r-s 









































1' 


i "«■ * v - I n 



Thin th* r i derale CI-? up. 


i tai hifl iTiffB firri? Gtl thee asd 


10 nt;i Traded i. number other®# The Tedcr&lf atfrasced In for-c^ 

^ rc^cc we* forced to retreat* He retched Cany Baldwin that night# 
*i-&ro*e lierae imk with the Federcli. Be say* they n»rahed ill day 


de*= 


Chra^ Mountain ertd all nigh up Alleshenoy Iteuntaln. TMt the firing 


at th* fact of the mountain haolted tbtitt for a time# tmt after thto 
CDxJflderat#* retreated they retched Travelers Repose * There they divided 

Xhout half of theta narched down the read toward Greenback and ttimed at 

the £rl*h Heavier ft ra and cl Imbed tbe road that is still used as a 

+ 

;h<?rt cut between Eaulsbury Hun and Buffalo Fun, Tho other half conti* 

A 

* * 9 

tmad up the pike* 

As the tattle was scheduled to begin before day break those killed 

^ j/k-. w 

at Bartow »frt aot burled tut laid on the upper aide of tbo road and 
co-Tcred with Markets® As the soldiers passed that way irany of them 
itopped to sea if they could recognise a friend the dead* 

The next cay as they returned from the battle ground defeated and 
acprcached the pi soft where the dead lay it seemed they had moved and 

:sat aside their covering- But upon investigation they found a drove 

■*1 1 

fr f hogi hid twoc it tho bodice tod oaten the fTaesr off tho dead. 

a 

*t* *»i"i u#re killed end tho dead burl«d,"This ocea* is described In 
kcaaohitlc I'esoriei of tho Ciril f7a i*-Mbr os * Bierce", 

M-e *.V.e turnpike jots to within & tel le of the top of this “ juetain, 
.»■ * »harp turn te tho south fttid from there it elinibe ,-,e=tly to 


th * tfl * > ^ pauses ■ church. The Federal »my lift the pit* at this 

W* Mi •11M directly up the hillside hoping t* $«% behind the oe>p 

* * ‘ ‘ '- r - »•■■» ■!►:• od Tv Urlr shot, oroim. 

' r 51: C * *>• Con federates Torched sorerai cookies out 



* Tvr»r-lt l» !’,►)» rente ot tp* top. The Fedrrele witltod lb th* 

• t r„* until rear flight end then urohed Into th# 


*' fifing htoeoe (j et*»r*J, 
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Th* Ceiife derate line swung tick and forward. *u<! *t on* stag* t* 

r 

Vaiile ih*ir right flank wm* driven to tub* philter in their log cthlTi*e 

i HMs -fflBH ■ w~' ^sm H; V aa m‘ Htl 

Theft v*ls fighting all over the top until mid ■.ftcrXLSonji -ha half "f “ hB 
4f ^- which had swung to the south ami ms advancing np the tract *f Buffalo 
* Eldge failed In it* purpose of surprising the camp* On that side of the 
r i&T! there were trenoheE prepared to guard both roada aa-c there «e f^lao 

■I- “* ■ u i^FT Bl J » m .* “ ■* ““' m m 

tow gsod Er15.1Xfryt 

Tho** trench** **re full.of soldier* prepared for an morgcncy* . 

Eo*fT*r. »hen the Federal* first appetred. Captain Anderson of the Lee 
Battery thought It m.s a hand of pickets being driven in* He Sprang 

nooa the Side of the trench and called to them to hurry U P *«* ln " 

to the trenches. Eo ms inetartly shot and tilled* 

Finally ntcP* mid afternoon a retreat me sounded and tho iederal 

j r^t;e its way back to omsp Cheat tounttina Tho Confederates reported 

\iml 1,21X1 CohTedorfttrt Mfi repulsed to arr^- of 5000 can* That It wa* a great 

i 

battle mud m groat victory* 

The Federal* reported that they had 1*760 men and the Confederates had 
', # mrd that It was a reconus-1trance In force* J* P- Benjamin* See® of 

r *r # that Prescent Jefferson Bevle having bean informed of the valor 

" -■■ - !.+*n trd Johrjttoo in repulsing a vastly superior force wag emoh gratified 

*t tfc* :,tw( of lueceiR* and had made biz a brigadier general, 

* 1 vitti rxf *.hm battle w(re: Federal—ceAd 20* wounded 107* aiaaing 
10 * total HT* _ * 

" t***d Z0 t wounded W* slsalng £8, total 145* After till 

- * wr.tl.nto winter quftrterii* and there mi no jnar* fighting 

L ^ uli.a aad Fw rWrtbur £ turnpike that wliifcnr* 



Fret - IT, Va # him Steele 1 S 2 B 
# >y* Andrew Trice* 

****** t« Ole Uifri the h*v# heard relatival tell about their 
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tie 4 


ih*j were et*ut to *i 


































• :y l el‘trrp rt.yc he hni heard hi$ uncle J* kkrfcln tell hew they went cut 
ABd tilled & ihrpp belonging to a near by rinrer. That they were ■* 

MPt£rj that they *te it when only he If cooked end then fought over the 

m * 

jt in « At another time they broke into a cellar where e woman had her ox 

Hd. They stit its throat and took the meat hook to ctcp P 

Ambrose Bierce tolls of hunting bear on Cheat Mountain when the snow 
‘■if «p to his bits# Whether he hunted! for pleasure or to obtain food 1! 

kz.rw# also I'wa been told "by Lee Irvin, who had several uncles from 

-ftth Co* in Canp caldwin, that the reason they were so well prepared to 

K 

rer-ilie this Fedcj&l army w-aa because they could see tbetm as they lurched 

*■ 

Tick A]l*£fcMioy Mid tree* tfc*y *ere eoniig for in attack* Tfcerafore, 


; «11 in r9&din«Be 










